NEW YO'RK .TOURNAL. SUNDAY, MARCH 28, 1897,

27

LADY JEUNE'S SHARP RETORT TO MARIE CORELLI -
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LADY JEUNE.
L ADY JEUNE has been & prolific and

A Ringing b
Interesting writer on the subject Inglng
of woman's positien 1in modern
goclety., She is tha wife of Sir Francis
Jeune, a Judge of the Court of Appeals.
When she married Sir Franels, in
1851, she was the widow of Colonel the
Hon. John Stanley, brother of Lord
Stanley of Alderley. She {s a leader of
London soeiety. She hag championed
tha cause of women who are seeking
to make a living or a career for them-
selves. She belleves that mothers
should give their unmarried daughters
a ressonable amount of liberty and an
opportunity to form their own opinions
of masculine character,
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HE inevitable con-
troversy as to the
improvement or d&-

the, Methods of the Modern Marriage
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rotest Against the Cnglish Novelist’s Biffer
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Criticism of

punished in a woman.
novel,

this guestion.

-!- PR BN T A S BN EE LT DS e

sffect something, but
J the majority _of giris
/' could not be forced to

terjoration of one J ke such & Step: and

age over another still eon- 5 /  we will g0 still further,

unues, and no, comparison 18 ,.-' and say that there are, we

cver satistying. J pelieve, very féw women

It ls so easy to generalize and \ who  would urge their
‘g0 difficult. when we particular- W\ Y ughters to.

\z6 to arrive at any accurate de-
duction. :

Each age lhasg lts vices and weak-
nesses, which alter according to the
condition and influences which are then:.
existing; ‘and to say that
one time 15 worse or Lat-

Girls may marry hastlly. per-

// haps marry ton YOUung, without
Enowing their own minds, but in
these days no glrl 18 forced into a
marriage that is re-
pugnant to her be-
cause her mother wishes

LORELLL
M ARIE CORELLI is an authoress

who has lately made some re-

markable contributions
sex problem as understood by the new
woman. She 1s a flerce antagonist of
the conventional morality which per-
mils a man to do what s ruthlessly
In her recent
“The Murder of Delicia,"”
expressed most strongly her views on

to the

she

Lately she contribited to the Sunday
Journal a vigorous article on loveless
marriages as o curse of modern soclsty.

Among her best known novels are
A Fomance of Two Worlds,"” “Barab-
bas' and “The Sorrows of Satan.”
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“There ate
few women wicked
and cruel enough to
blast the life
of their
child.”

ter because the partioular
characteristics we contem-
plate have altered . or disap-
peared s misleading.

An ldyllie life of peace and content-
ment, away from the storm and stress
of life, 1s theoretlcally perfect, but it
is perfectly possible for such a life to
develop the worst qun;ltles of man-
kind. Egotlsm, self-Indulgence, indo-

it, and there are few wo-

men wicked and cruel encugh
_+ to blast the life of their child by
acting a8 Miss Corelll would Have
. us belleve they do. Bvery year the
fncreased independence which girls en-
oy, and the faéllng of the time in
which they live, makes them less anx-
jous to marry, or to marry =0 earlyi

“If the society In
which we live is rotten
16 the core, the conse-~
quences must be
utterly disas-
trous.”

: “The mass of
English men and women |

lence and & thousand other weéak-
néssés might rlde rampant under such
conditions, while in an éxistence where
luxury wealth and pléasure appeared
to Be the sole ambition, some of the noblest virtues of
humanity might exist,

herefore, in generalizing and condemning the weak-
nesees of the age in which we live, we are apt to form
too hasty conclusions of the life which we gee around us;
nd in condemning i{ts weéaknesszes to lose sight altogether
of the higher and better side which Hes close beslde.

Jiuman nature {s stronger than all the forces and influ-
onees opposed to It, and it does not alter naturally, though
condltions of life and changés medify it. We are always
ia¢lited to be pessimistic in ¢omparing the time in which
& live to the past, We are always being told that we are
ware virtuons and brave, more slmple and sglf-rellant]
(nat our Wwomen are more beautiful, our men more Spartan
and courageous; that modern clvilization and the glgantic
clianges which the ninetéenth century has witnessed have
demorallzed and degraded us, and that the great qualities
widch insplred the makers of our emplire have dled awady
in an effete and worn-out civilization.

If we wera to admit the acouraey of all the conclusions
the pessimists arrive at, ft would still be possible to prove
thiat a “remnant” remains, so fine and wholesome as to
mitigate greatly the evils that undoubtedly exist; but we
maintain—and It 1s easy to prove our contention—that they
are wrong, and that not only are we not worse than our
fovefathers in the maln, but that our times have called Into
existence qualities of the highest nature, and which alons
could be produced by the particular conditions of to-day.

It is impossible, in the complex life of our time, t!hﬁ,t
there should not be a large and powerful element in soclety
whose influence i not for good. The great wealth and
Tuxury of to-day must produce some effscts which ara de-
moralizing and weakening to the characters of thoxe who
live under thelr Influence; but every age has had the same
evil, though, perhaps, toc a less Intensified degree. Where
there ls great wealth there must be great extravagance
and display, and, {f only controlled and properly directad.
ity effect must beneflt the community. A class of mifers 1§
not one that would benefit a country, and, though a lavish
expenditure may demoralize a goclaty, it has its benefits In
the cecupation and wealth it divides among the working
classes. :

A demand for luxuries means employment to many poor
people. Targe enterfalnments, with all their aceessories,
smart clothes, carriages, and all the adjunpts' of wealth
which modern moralists eondemn, have, after all, some
advantages; and those who llve In London and work among
the poor can truthfully testify to the vast difference in thelr
comfort and prosperity when a season
is & good one, and to the severs plnch
of poverty when the spending power of
the wealthy clagses |s curtalled, There-
fore, while deplorl.ng_ and admitting
the evils which are the inevitable re-
sult of an age of luxury and expendl-
ture, one eannot help feelinig that the
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one who has

studied human é\ 2
nature and ‘{::‘
knows much of (N

.

the life of to-day;
and while admit-
ting that some of her
oriticlsms are accurats,
we think she 1sa little car-
rled away by a righteous
fesling of Indignation at
some evils which belong to
every age and soclety, and which
are not in thamselves a definite nlgn ol: :
decadence of this, Tt Is very emsy to write the word
“Sham' across thls nge, and, by a free, hasty generaliza-
tion, to condemn it and make it seem as if heroic actions,
bravery, boldness, all the manly qualities, have disappeared
in & “slothful self-indulgence,” and that the aim of our
life s torghut our eyes and ears to everything save the grat-

{fleation of the lowest desires of human nature. We fafl to

§ee any signa of Buch a decmdence when we know that for
evory post of danger and responsibllity there are thou-
sands of men ready to volunteer, and glad to serve thelr
eountry, giving thelr life for the pay that & well-paid arti-
san would not leok at. X |

‘That we have done with the coarseness and bru-

tality of the last century no otié will deny. Where there
are great riches, a high standard of comfort and lxury
and a moneyed class, there must be extravagance and
légs moral redtraint than in a more primitive state, wheare
the conditions of existence are harder and the life 18 more
slmple. An existénce stieh 28 Migs Corélll tells us of 1s poet-

ical and idyllie to the highest degres: but In our eountry, | sweet joys of life togetherj but that thought s one quits

and under the conditions of madarn soclety, u 15 an
impossible one; but it ‘does not neces-

sarily follow that & life equal-

1y pure and happy s
impossilile In  our
modern Babylon. T
“Love in a cottage' .
I8 adelicious thing, @
but the wherewithal
to provide the cot-
tage and its acces-
sories 15 an absolitte
necessity. The Higher standard of comfort and
snge which modern spciety recgulres, withont any superflu-
Ities, make marriage more difficult than formerly, not
because  there {s ot the same capacity for affeetion and
self-denial among us, but because the whole conditions of
eur life have changed and ave stlll changing; and it must
be evident to the most Spartan of us that, hoWwever simple

|

and rugged may be our theorles, it Is an Impossibility to

carry them ocut in their entirety.

, ‘The modern mother is not the heartless, selfish creature

deéaﬂbed to'us, becavse she shoinks from letting her deugh-
ter link her life with some one, however deep her attach-
ment may be, who cannot at least yirovidé her with the

“We protest most strorgly against Miss
Goreil's statement that girls are ‘brought out’ in the
‘saason’ to be sold asfany ‘unhappy Armenian girl—

astatement as false ‘as it is ridiculous.”

there were
no founda-
tion for fits |
” exlstence?
There are, and
~# always have been,
women who are suffi-
clently. worldly to be
willing to allow and per-
siade -their daughters to
¥ marry for the material advan-
tageés which a rleh husband can
provide; but that such women rep-
resent the average miother Is an accu-
satlon we distinetly deny, There are clrcum-
stances surrounding ‘marridges “which lend some color
t¢ the suggestion that girls have sold themselves for
money; but &uch eases are exceptionsd, and because some
‘may exist, it ia false to affirm that all are the same.

In ‘the same way we object and protest most strongly
agalnst Miss Corelll's statement that' girlsare “brought out”
in the “sesson™ to be sald as “‘any unhappy Armenian glrl”
—a statement as false as it is ridiculous. Does she really
believe that the bright, happy, pretty girls we see in Lion-
dcn ballrooms a1l go there for the purpose of exhiliiting
thelr charms to the richest and most desirable sultor?
Does she think that every girl starts in life with ‘the
avowed and open intention of making the best of her lotks
for stich 'a purpose? We say that such &n idea is mon-
strous and absolutely false of the girls, and equally untrue
and unjust as tegards thelr mothers. In the heart of
every gir] lies the hope that some day she may have the
‘man she loves, and, in joining her Hife with his, taste the

e

apart and outside sny of the motives which
: make héer wish to go into the world or
add to the enjoyment of her
season.

Al girla enioy sonlely
becaiise of the tnn.
the gayety, the
change, .and the
wholesome  excite-
ment swhich a sea-
gon gives them, and
not besause in the
] distance they see the millions dnd the millicnalre
they are supposed to  be  hunting. Take any
young, wholesome-minded girl with a happy home;
and svggest such a thing and see her Indlgnant de-
nial of sn accusation the thought of which had never
darkensd the pleasure and fun of her life. Take sich
girle dn ballrooms or in following any of the amusements
they like, lstening to thelr hearty laugh and watching the
bright, happy expression of their faces, and the zest with
which they throw themselves into all they do, and then
let ‘any one hanestly say whether they see a trace of or
believe in the Influences which Miss Corelll tells us are
sapping all that is pure and sweet in thelr nature.

end their position with regard to men
and: the rules of camaraderie which
exist betweéen the young of both sexes

do’ not tend to increase a girl's de-
sire to take a husband. Miss Corelll says truly,
“Nature will not be balked of her righté; she gives us
brains to think, hearts wherewlth to feel, emotions to re-
spond to every touch 4f human tenderness and sympathy,
minds to educate in such wise they should be able to grasp
and realize all the dear and holy responsibllities of life;
and because it is 8o it is algo true that modern thought
and education make mothers realize those responsibilities
with regard to their children and so refrain from uging
any mﬂuefl_ce except what tends to their happiness, and has
dalso made girls understand the profanation and wickedness
of & loveless marriage.

‘We oan hardly belleve that the little sketch of a water-
side propoeal which she gives us is in any way descriptive
of any class of soclety. Wae cannot, of course, presume
10 guess How the guestion'is asked or answered, the ques-
tion that is old as t!me and yet sweet and fresh as the
Spring flowers, but we are certain Miss Corelll does not
know either, and we cannot suppose she expects us to take
the two actors in her little comedy as typical of English
life and manners, for, however barren a marriage may be
of any séntiment or passion, we hardly think it possible a
proposal could be conveyed In such lehguage or accepted
in a llke fashlon. W& cannct help feeling that Miss Corslll
generallzes too much, and taltes a class, and a very small
class, as typical of the whole English soclety.

If what she says is the cass, the society in which we
Hive Ia corrupt and rotten to the core, and the consequences
to which it 1= tending must be utterly disastrous. But we
are sure she is wrong—wrong in her facts and her con-
clustons,

There are spots on the sun, and there is no such thing
as an ideal soclety. Perfection in this world Is what we are
all striving after, and which, like the magician's stone, is
not to be found. Our ideals are high, if we do not attgin
to them, end no English woman could ws Imagine admit
that the pleture which Miss Corelli draws of the English
is correct, We @0 not deny that there haye been and may
be cases such ak she deseribes in a society which represents
only a very emall feature of English life, and is, in mo
sense of the word, representative.

There have been mercenary, selfish women since the
ersation of the warld, and to some natures the temptations
which wealth offers will always be irresistible. But be-
cause this may be true of a few, it is unjust-to brand anc
condemn all English women, a8 she is prepared to do. We
may be more selfish, more luxurious; than formerly, and
the weaknesses engenderad by such influences may be more
openiy acknowledged and recognlized; still, we maintain un-
hesitatingly that English women of to-
day are no leaa governed by the senti-
ments of affection and passion than
theitr ancestors, and are fust as ready
to join thelr Wves with those of the
‘men they love, Every day we gee men
and women in every cigss marrying

'

“Women

/
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have always bezn
sccused of sacrificing
\ their daughters
for a rich hus-
band.”

necessaries of life. We think that Miss Corellf must be
mistaken in drawlng the ploture she has of the “Modern
Marriage Market.,” The stme reproaches. have a.lnsys
m- heaped on soclsty whieh she makes; women have

GlrLs think and aet for themselves, and have thelr own| who have neither great wealth nor
mo!t distinet ideas on all subjeets, tiuﬂ,e apart from those| even the prospooct of it but who are
to whom they hélong, and any mother, unless she were a| conteit to lead lives of self-denial,
been accused of sacrificing their daughters for '.wm#.an w:_tpont'mgcuan “?‘*- h?r.'.mud' s n“_“d'." e ¢'q'1:13m Qnmat :; t‘::hbw‘ ety
n'uinm?. AR i R T TR 2oy rich  difficult—nay, almost impossible—to force her daughter fo| #0¢ P i human, Bature s

L ements. ! capable, and which will never be tar-
hida and the ory of the “slave market! 1% a8 old as ;q}a.nry A man solely because he was hugely rich. With nlnhed a8 dusthnyad 3 RN
.-tQ; world ftself. But is it meﬁﬂt rather, is the an‘qum,&.lfl?ﬂﬂ doclle namre. nml \yitnou,t ﬁmch\sﬁ‘&emgg ‘ohar- -ch‘ Nl ol th: any wubu*
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are as strong and mor-
Y ‘ally pure as theit
' predeces-
sors.”

sennine outburst against thou evily
is somatlmea exaggerated, because peo-
ple are too apt to Jump to hasty con-
clustons from a want of carefully an-
alyzing the urltfctsma (Iury make, |




